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and logical principles to transform environment. Christianity is 
declared to be the religion of strong, free personality. — Gerald 
Birney Smith. 



The Classical Heritage of the Middle Ages. By Henry Osborn 
Taylor. (New York : The Columbia University Press ; Macmillan 
Co., Agents, 1901 ; pp. xv-l-400; $1.25.) This book deals with a very 
fascinating subject. "It seeks to follow the changes undergone by 
classic thought, letters, and art on their way to form part of the intel- 
lectual development of the Middle Ages, and to show how pagan 
tastes and ideals gave place to the ideals of Christianity, and to 
Christian sentiment. It is an argument, therefore, covering the 
world's thought-development from classic Greece into the Middle 
Ages." This sentence, taken from the preface of the book, expresses 
exactly what we think the author has accomplished. He is treating a 
fundamental subject, and also one of great complexity. But he has 
succeeded in telling the story accurately in a simple and attractive 
style. We believe the book will be received with much favor. — J. W. 
Moncrief. 

Die Vorstellungen der alien Griechen vom Leben nach dem Tode. Von 
Hans Meltzer. (Hamburg : Verlagsanstalt, 1900 ; pp. 44 ; M. 0.80.) 
This monograph deals primarily with the popular conception of life 
after death among the ancient Greeks. The author states that up to 
recent times this branch of the subject has been much neglected. 
From the classical writers, as well as by the aid of archaeology and 
philology, he has been able to throw additional light upon it. In 
Homer, for example, he finds important remainders of popular ani- 
mism. There are clear indications of an earlier period, before crema- 
tion of the body came into vogue, when life after death was conceived 
of as the soul dwelling in the body (not as later in separation from it). 
Even in later writers, such as Plutarch, he finds evidences, not only 
of a popular hero-cult, but alongside of this, and older than it, of an 
ancient ancestor-worship and cults of the soul. Dr. Meltzer has made 
an important contribution to the subject in hand in that he supple- 
ments the work of other writers. He will thus help to pave the way 
for a more accurate and comprehensive statement of the doctrine of 
life after death among the ancients — a subject not yet exhausted. — 
Wm. R. Schoemaker. 



